
7th Grade Summer Reading 2020 
Tangerine by Edward Bloor 

 
Directions:  Below are nine (9) reader-response questions that go along with the summer 
reading novel Tangerine. From these questions, choose FOUR (4) to answer for your 
summer reading assignment. All responses must be in complete sentences and answer 
all parts of each question. All assignments will be collected by the reading teachers 
during the first week of school. 
 
  

1) External conflict -- character vs. nature -- has played an important role in the 
development of the plot in Tangerine. Describe several of the nature-related conflicts 
that have occurred and explain how each of them changed the course of events and the 
character’s lives. 
  

2) The plot of Tangerine has already presented a variety of internal and external conflicts. 
Paul has encountered challenges such as: 

  
·      moving to a new place 
·      changing school districts 
·      troubling relationships with siblings or parents 
·      surviving a natural disaster 
·      dealing with an impairment (his own or someone else’s) 
·      being part of a team and good sportsmanship 

  
Describe how you have dealt with one of these issues in your own life.  

  
  

3) Think about Paul’s parents’ decision not to tell him about what really happened to his 
eyes. Do you think they were justified (had good reasons) for not telling him the truth? 
How did it hurt AND help Paul not to know the truth?  

  
4) Compare and contrast Lake Windsor Middle School and Tangerine Middle School. Why 

does Paul feel more comfortable at Tangerine than Lake Windsor? 
 

5) Compare and contrast the relationship of Costello brothers to the relationship of the 
Fisher brothers. Reflect on what makes these relationships either healthy or unhealthy. 

 
6) Paul describes himself as an “underdog,” an unlikely person to overcome obstacles; and 

yet he saves people during the sinkhole incident and stands up to Erik’s bullying. 
Describe a time when you felt like an underdog, but you overcame a significant obstacle. 
What unique strengths helped you do this? 



 
7) Look back through Tangerine and choose what you think is the most important word or 

concept from the book. Don't just choose the title or a character's name — choose a 
word that you feel sums up what the whole book is really about. Explain your choice 
using three different examples from the text.  

 
8) Were you surprised to learn the truth about Paul’s eyes? Why or why not? What clues 

did the author provide throughout the book? 
 

9) Why does Mr. Fisher, who was so obsessed with Erik, suddenly start acting like he 
doesn't really care what happens to him? Did he ever really love him? Does he really 
love Paul? Explain. 


